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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/08/2008 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Applicant claims a first and a second state of the print mechanism however in 
the specification or the Drawings the applicant fails to either explain or disclose what the 
first and the second state is referring to. In examination, the examiner interpreted the 
first state as when the print mechanism is disabled or blocked or denied from the user 
and the second state as when the server receives from the user and transmit a 
response to the user in accordance to the first information. 

3. Understand that Claims 2-8, 10-16 and 18-46 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
1 1 2, first paragraph, because it of their dependence on claim 1 , 9 and 1 7. 
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4. Claims 1 0-1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claims 10-16 recites the limitation "the third state including the In claim 10. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The previous claims 
does not talk about a third state. 

6. Claims 11-16 are also rejected for the same reason as stated above as there is 
insufficient antecedent basis. 

7. Also Claim 1 0 was not clear and therefore the examiner took the broadest 
interpretation as explained in the office action below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claim 1-4, 7-9, 17 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hirabayashi (7231369). 

Claim 1, Hirabayashi discloses a system (Fig. 1 shows a printing system) 

comprising: 

a processor (Col. 6 Lines 40-45, Fig. 1, El. 20 and 10- thus CPU 10 and 20 
are all processors within the system). 
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a memory (Fig. 1, El. 25 or Hard disk 25) comprising firmware (NB: Beware 
that firmware is read as Programs in this reference) executable by the processor 
(CPU 20) to cause the processor to (Col. 6 Lines 55-58- thus the programs stored in 
hard disk is executed by CPU 20) 

operate a print mechanism (Fig. 1 El. 4 or Printer 4) in accordance with a first 
state the print mechanism (Col. 6 Lines 50-55-thus printer can print color and other 
form of printers): 

NB: Understand "a first state" is interpreted as the time when no request 
has been sent to the printer and it functions and capabilities are disabled, i.e. the 
printer is not processing any print job. 

Also remember that after the user sent his credit card information and 
user-Id and Password and the server grant access based on the users 
information provided the printer changes from not doing anything to allowing the 
user to connect to both the server and the printer and therefore the first state is 
change to a second state where the printer is connected and started printing print 
jobs. This is fully explained in both Col. 13 lines 49-67 and Col. 14 lines 1-45. 

receive user selection information indicative (Http request) of the functionality of 
the print mechanism selected by a user ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 501- the user 
send a request to use printer 4). 

in response to receiving the user selection information, (NB: the server receives 
the Http request from the user ) transmit first information indicative of the user 
selection to a server; (Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back 
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Web Browser 27 which has information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby 
the first information received from the server is the landscape and Portrait as 
clearly shown in Fig. 33) 

receive second information from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 -thus after 
the user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to server 35) 
where the second information is based on the first information; (Col. 12 Lines 38-60, 
Fig. 33 - thus the second information is based on the first information because it 
shows how the thumbnail image will be displayed whether it should be in Portrait 
or landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

change the first state for the print mechanismjo a second state using the 
second information from the server the second state including the functionality of the 
print mechanism selected by the user. (Col. 14 lines 1-45-thus after the user sent his 
credit card information and user-Id and Password and the server grant access 
based on the users information provided the printer changes from not doing 
anything to allowing the user to connect to both the server and the printer and 
therefore the first state is change to a second state where the printer is 
connected and started printing print jobs.) 
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operate the print mechanism in accordance with the second state wherein the 
print mechanism is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the users 
information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the user) 
with the functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the second information from 
the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a print command 
where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

Claim 2, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the first state comprises a disabled state 
of the functionality, (Col. 14 lines 1-10-thus the user is not allowed to connect or 
send a print command to the printer and therefore the function of the printer of 
processing print jobs is disabled) and wherein the second state comprises an 
enabled state of the functionality. (Col. 14 lines 45-55-thus after the login session is 
checked and it is Ok then the print system enters another state where the user is 
allowed to connect to the printer through the server). 

Claim 3, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the first state comprises a first level of 
performance (NB: that is the user is only allowed to enter his user ID and 
Password and the server is allowed to only perform the authentication process- 
i.e. check the corresponding information provided by the user with the ones 
stored in memory) and wherein the second state comprises a second level of 
performance. (Col. 19 Lines 61-65-, Fig. 36-thus in the second state, that is where 
the user is allowed to make the selection as shown in fig. 36). 
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Claim 4, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the second information comprises an 
encryption key. (Col. 7 lines 55-63-thus the container key is used for decrypting the 
image data). 

Claims 5-6- (Cancelled). 

Claim 7, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the firmware is executable by the 
processor to cause the processor to: 

provide the first information associated with the user selection informationto the 
server using an external interface (Col. 6 Lines 40-54- thus the user uses terminal 2 
to make his selections and as clearly shown in Fig. 1 user terminals 2 is a totally 
different components from both server 3 and Printer 4) and 

receive the second information associated with the capability of the print 
mechanism in response to providing the first information to the server. (Col. 19 Lines 
43-67, Fig. 36 shows a window where the user selects a portrait or landscape in 
which the image will be shown whether it will be in landscape or portrait). 

Claim 8 Hirabayashi discloses wherein the firmware ((NB: Beware that 
firmware is read as Programs in this reference) is executable by the processor to 
cause the processor to 
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provide the first information associated with the user selection information 
to the server (Col. 9 lines 4-10-thus user send his information from the computer to the 
server 3) by providing the first information to a computer system coupled to the external 
interface. (Col. 9 Lines 4-10- thus the user uses terminal 2 to enter the user 
information) 

Claim 9, Hirabayashi discloses a system comprising: 
a print mechanism (Fig. 1 El. 4 or Printer 4) 

a print engine configured to operate the print mechanism. (Printer 4 uses print 
engine to print images). 

means for receiving user selection information (server 3 receives the HTTP 
request from the user through terminals 2) indicative of functionality with the print 
mechanism selected by a user. ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 501- the user send a 
request to use printer 4). 

in response to receiving the user selectionjnformation, means for transmitting t- 
he-first information indicative of the user_selection information to a server. (Col. 12 
Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back Web Browser 27 which has 
information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby the first information received 
from the server is the landscape and Portrait as clearly shown in Fig. 33). 

means for receiving second information from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 - 
thus after the user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to server 
35) where the second information is based on the first information (Col. 12 Lines 38- 
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60, Fig. 33 - thus the second information is based on the first information because 
it shows how the thumbnail image will be displayed whether it should be in 
Portrait or landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

means for changing an operational state (Server 3 changes the operational 
state of printer 4 because it is the server that verifies or check the user ID or 
password of the user grant access to the user) of the print mechanism from a first 
state to a second state using the second information from the server, the second state 
including the functionality of the print mechanism selected by the user, (Col. 14 lines 1- 
45-thus after the user sent his credit card information and user-Id and Password 
and the server grant access based on the users information provided the printer 
changes from not doing anything to allowing the user to connect to both the 
server and the printer and therefore the first state is change to a second state 
where the printer is connected and started printing print jobs.) 

wherein the print mechanism is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when 
the users information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by 
the user) with the functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the second 
information from the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a 
print command where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 
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Claim 17, Hirabayashi discloses a method comprising: 

receiving user selection information indicative (Http request) of functionality of a 
print engine a selected by a user ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 501- the user send 
a request to use printer 4 by sending a http request page). 

in response to receiving the user selection information, (NB: the server 
receives the Http request from the user ) transmitting the first information indicative 
of the user selection to a server. 

(Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back Web Browser 
27 which has information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby the first 
information received from the server is the landscape and Portrait as clearly 
shown in Fig. 33). 

receiving second information from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 -thus after 
the user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to server 35) where 
the second information is based on the first information (Col. 12 Lines 38-60, Fig. 33 - 
thus the second information is based on the first information because it shows 
how the thumbnail image will be displayed whether it should be in Portrait or 
landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

and 
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changing an operational state of the print engine from a first state to a second 
state the second information from the server, the second state including the functionality 
of the print engine selected by the user, (Col. 14 lines 1 -45-thus after the user sent 
his credit card information and user-Id and Password and the server grant 
access based on the users information provided the printer changes from not 
doing anything to allowing the user to connect to both the server and the printer 
and therefore the first state is change to a second state where the printer is 
connected and started printing print jobs.) 

wherein the print engine is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the 
users information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the 
user) to perform the functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the second 
information from the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a 
print command where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

Claim 30, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the firmware is further executable by 
the processor to cause the processor to: 

operate a functional unit (Fig. 1 El. 4 or Printer 4-thus printer 4 performs 
printing function) in accordance with a third state. (Col. 6 Lines 50-55-thus printer 
can print color and other form of printers): 
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NB: Understand as explained earlier on, "a first state" is interpreted as the 
time when no request has been sent to the printer and it functions and 
capabilities are disabled, i.e. the printer is not processing any print job. 

Also remember that after the user sent his credit card information and 
user-Id and Password and the server grant access based on the users 
information provided the printer changes from not doing anything to allowing the 
user to connect to both the server and the printer and therefore the first state is 
change to a second state where the printer is connected and started printing print 
jobs. This is fully explained in both Col. 13 lines 49-67 and Col. 14 lines 1-45. 

receive second user selection information indicative (Http request) of second 
functionality of the functional unit selected by a user: ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 
501- the user send a request to use printer 4). 

in response to receiving the second user selection information, (NB: the server 
receives the Http request from the user ) transmit third information indicative of the 
second user selection to the server; (Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or 
sends back Web Browser 27 which has information like landscape and Portrait 
etc) whereby the first information received from the server is the landscape and 
Portrait as clearly shown in Fig. 33). 

receive fourth information from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 -thus after the 
user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to server 35) where the 
fourth information is based on the third information (Col. 12 Lines 38-60, Fig. 33 - thus 
the second information is based on the first information because it shows how 
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the thumbnail image will be displayed whether it should be in Portrait or 
landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

change the third state associated to a fourth state using fourth information from 
the server, the fourth state including the second functionality of the functional unit 
selected by the user; (Col. 14 lines 1-45-thus after the user sent his credit card 
information and user-Id and Password and the server grant access based on the 
users information provided the printer changes from not doing anything to 
allowing the user to connect to both the server and the printer and therefore the 
first state is change to a second state where the printer is connected and started 
printing print jobs.) 

and 

operate the functional unit (Printer 4) in accordance with the fourth state, 
wherein the functional unit is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the users 
information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the user) 
with the second functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the fourth 
information from the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a 
print command where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 10-16, 19-23, 25-29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hirabayashi (7231 369) in view of Ogura (2003/01 1 2461 ). 

Claim 10, Hirabayashi discloses all the limitation in claim 9 as discussed earlier 
on and means for receiving second user selection information indicative (Http request) 
of a functionality of the functional unit selected by the user; ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 
15 El. 501- the user send a request to use printer 4). 

in response to receiving the second user selection information, (NB: the server 
receives the Http request from the user ) means for transmitting third information 
indicative of the second user selection to the server: (Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the 
server transmits or sends back Web Browser 27 which has information like 
landscape and Portrait etc) whereby the first information received from the server 
is the landscape and Portrait as clearly shown in Fig. 33) 

means for receiving fourth information from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 - 
thus after the user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to server 
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35) where the fourth information is based on the third information (Col. 12 Lines 38-60, 
Fig. 33 - thus the second information is based on the first information because it 
shows how the thumbnail image will be displayed whether it should be in Portrait 
or landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

means for changing an operational state of the functional unit from a first state to 
a second state-in receiving using the second fourth information, the third state including 
the second functionality of the functional unit selected by the user, (Col. 14 lines 1-45- 
thus after the user sent his credit card information and user-Id and Password 
and the server grant access based on the users information provided the printer 
changes from not doing anything to allowing the user to connect to both the 
server and the printer and therefore the first state is change to a second state 
where the printer is connected and started printing print jobs.) 

wherein the functional unit is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the 
users information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the 
user) with the second functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the fourth 
information from the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a 
print command where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

However Hirabayashi does not discloses wherein the system further comprising 
a functional unit operable by the print engine. 
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Ogura discloses wherein the system further comprising a functional unit operable 
by the print engine. (Section 0021, Fig. 2 shows scanner functional unit 12, printer 
functional unit 13 and facsimile functional unit 15 which is all capable of 
operating with printer 13). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Hirabayashi's printer 4 to include Ogura's 
multi-functional unit like the scanner and facsimile functional units, so that it will be able 
to do more that just printing. 

Claim 11, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functional unit is 
configured to perform a facsimile function. (Ogura: Section 0021, Fig. 2 El. 15 or 
Facsimile section-thus section 15 is used for sending facsimile data). 

Claim 12, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functional unit is 
configured to perform a scanner function. (Ogura: Section 0021, Fig. 2, El. 12 or 
scanner 12 thus scanner 12 is used for reading hardcopy images) 

Claim 13, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the first functionality 
comprises a performance capability. (Hirabayashi: Col. 6 lines 50-55-thus printer 4 is 
capable of performing the act of printing images as it is clearly disclosed in Col. 
8, lines 45-50). 
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Claim 14, Hirabayashi does not disclose wherein the first functionality comprises 
an upgrade capability. 

Ogura discloses wherein the first functionality comprises an upgrade capability 
(Section 0034, Fig. 4-thus if the user desire to update or upgrade the program of 
server 2 mail M1 is sent to digital copying machine 1). Therefore it will be obvious 
to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Hirabayashi's RAM 1 1 in server 1 to include the control program as shown in fig. 4 so 
that programs which are not been used or needs to be upgraded can be updated to 
made it more effective. 

Claim15, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein functionality 
comprises a functional capability. (Hirabayashi: Col. 8 lines 30-50- thus printer 4 has 
a functional capability because it is capable to perform the act of printing print 
jobs). 

Claim 16, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the first functionality 
comprises a renewal capability. (Hirabayashi: Fig. 7 shows a period for which the 
credit card is valid and therefore if it is not valid anymore the card needs to be 
renewed and so the user has to renew his membership as well) . 

Claim 18, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses a receiving a list of selectable 
functionalities (Ogura: list of functionalities includes scanner, printer, facsimile 
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sections shown in fig. 2) capabilities from the server, (Hirabayashi: Col. 21 lines 1- 
66, Fig. 37 shows clearly some functional capabilities like being able to rotate, 
zoom and delete print jobs form the print queue) the list including the functionality 
selected by the user. (Ogura: Section 0021 and 0025- thus the user selects a 
scanning function in order to receive scanning program). 

Claim 19, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the system further 
comprising providing an interface for the user to select the functionality from the list. 
(Ogura: Section 0025- Control panel 14 functions as a means for the user to 
select from the list of functionalities which one he wants to use). 

Claim 20, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses providing an interface for the 
user to enter the payment information. (Hirabayashi: Col. 15 Lines 35-46-thus the 
user uses this window to enter payment information) 

Claim 21, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses providing information to the 
server. (Hirabayashi: Col. 15 lines 47-66-Fig. 38, El. 63 -thus the user click the 
transmit button to send the information entered to the server). 

Claim 22, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses receiving second information 
associated with the functionality from the server in response to providing the user 
selection information and the payment information to the server. (Hirabayashi: Col. 15, 
lines 32-50-thus after the user provides his credit card information the verification 
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is done by the server and if the verification is Ok then access is granted and if it 
is not good then access is not granted). 

Claim 23, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein it further comprising 
receiving payment information associated with the user selection information from the 
user. (Hirabayashi: Col. 15, lines 47-66-thus the name of the user is included in 
the information provided in Fig. 38) 

Claim 25, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura wherein changing the capability 
operational state of the print engine in response to receiving the second information 
from the server comprises changing a print resolution of the print engine. (Hirabayashi: 
Col. 8 Lines 37-50-thus the user changes the print resolution by inputting a 
maximum resolution) 

Claim 26, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein changing the 
operational state of the print engine in response to receiving the second information 
associated from the server comprises upgrading software or hardware. (Ogura: 
Section 0034, Fig. 4-thus if the user desire to update or upgrade the program of 
server 2 mail M1 is sent to digital copying machine 1). 

Claim 27, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the method further comprising: 
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in response to receiving the second user selection information, (NB: the server 
receives the Http request from the user ) transmitting third information indicative of 
the second user selection to the server: (Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server 
transmits or sends back Web Browser 27 which has information like landscape 
and Portrait etc) whereby the first information received from the server is the 
landscape and Portrait as clearly shown in Fig. 33) 

receiving from the server, (Col. 12 Lines 44-60 -thus after the user send the 
first information like landscape and Portrait to server 35) fourth information based 
on the third information (Col. 12 Lines 38-60, Fig. 33 - thus the second information 
is based on the first information because it shows how the thumbnail image will 
be displayed whether it should be in Portrait or landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

and changing an operational state of enabling the functional unit to a third state, 
in response to receiving the fourth information from the server, the third state including 
the second functionality of the functional unit selected by the user, (Col. 14 lines 1-45- 
thus after the user sent his credit card information and user-Id and Password 
and the server grant access based on the users information provided the printer 
changes from not doing anything to allowing the user to connect to both the 
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server and the printer and therefore the first state is change to a second state 
where the printer is connected and started printing print jobs.) 

wherein the functional unit is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the 
users information is not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the 
user) to perform the second functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the 
fourth information from the server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually 
sends a print command where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 
11). 

However Hirabayashi does not discloses wherein the method further comprising 
receiving a second user selection information indicative of second functionality of a 
functional unit selected by the user. 

Ogura discloses wherein the method further comprising receiving a second user 
selection information indicative of second functionality of a functional unit selected by 
the user (Section 0021, Fig. 2 shows scanner functional unit 12, printer functional 
unit 13 and facsimile functional unit 15 which is all capable of operating with 
printer 13). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Hirabayashi's printer 4 to include Ogura's multi- 
functional unit like the scanner and facsimile functional units, so that it will be able to do 
more that just printing. 
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Claim 28, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the second 
functionality associated with the functional unit comprises a facsimile capability. (Ogura: 
Section 0021, Fig. 2 El. 15 or Facsimile section-thus section 15 is used for 
sending facsimile data). 

Claim 29, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the second 
functionality associated with the functional unit comprises a scanner capability. (Ogura: 
Section 0021, Fig. 2, El. 12 or scanner 12 thus scanner 12 is used for reading 
hardcopy images). 

Claim 31, Hirabayashi does not disclose wherein the functional unit is configured 
to perform a facsimile function. 

Ogura disclose wherein the functional unit is configured to perform a facsimile 
function. (Ogura: Section 0021, Fig. 2 El. 15 or Facsimile section-thus section 15 
is used for sending facsimile data). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hirabayashi's printer 4 to include 
Ogura's facsimile unit so that printer 4 because a multi functional apparatus in which 
faxing can be done as well as printing. 

Claim 32, Hirabayashi does not disclose wherein the functional unit is 
configured to perform a scanner function. 
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Ogura disclose wherein the functional unit is configured to perform a facsimile 
function. (Ogura: Section 0021, Fig. 2 El. 15 or Facsimile section-thus section 15 
is used for sending facsimile data). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hirabayashi's printer 4 to include 
Ogura's scanning unit so that printer 4 because a multi functional apparatus in which 
scanning can be done as well as printing. 

Claim 34, Hirabayashi discloses wherein the functionality of the print mechanism 
comprises a print resolution. (Hirabayashi: Col. 8 Lines 37-50-thus the user changes 
the print resolution by inputting a maximum resolution). 

Claim 35, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality of the 
print mechanism comprises a software or hardware upgrade. (Ogura: Section 0034, 
Fig. 4-thus if the user desire to update or upgrade the program of server 2 mail 
M1 is sent to digital copying machine 1). 

Claim 36, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises at least one of the performance capabilities, (Hirabayashi: Col. 19, lines 
43-62-thus printer 4 has performances capabilities because it performs the act of 
printing) renewable capabilities and upgrade capabilities (Ogura: Section 0034, Fig. 
4-thus if the user desires to update the program of server 2 mail M1 is sent to 
digital copying machine 1). 
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Claim 37, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura wherein the system comprises a printer 
with multiple hardware modules. (Ogura: Fig. 1, El. 1 has all the other modules 
shown in Fig. 2 like the scanner, printer and facsimile section). 

Claim 38, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises enabling at least one of the hardware modules. (Ogura: Section 0025- thus 
since the MFP 1 in Fig. 1 has all these different sections the user has to pick what 
function he wants to perform and therefore he has to enable at least one Of them 
at a time). 

Claim 39, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises at least one of performance capabilities, (Hirabayashi: Col. 19, lines 43-62- 
thus printer 4 has performances capabilities because it performs the act of 
printing) renewable capabilities and upgrade capabilities. (Ogura: Section 0034, Fig. 
4-thus if the user desires to update the program of server 2 mail M1 is sent to 
digital copying machine 1). 

Claim 40, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the system comprises 
a printer with multiple hardware modules. (Ogura: Fig. 1, El. 1 has all the other 
modules shown in Fig. 2 like the scanner, printer and facsimile section) 
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Claim 41, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises enabling at least one of the hardware modules. (Ogura: Section 0025- thus 
since the MFP 1 in Fig. 1 has all these different sections the user has to pick what 
function he wants to perform and therefore he has to enable at least one Of them 
at a time). 

Claim 42, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises at least one of performance capabilities, (Hirabayashi: Col. 19, lines 43-62- 
thus printer 4 has performances capabilities because it performs the act of 
printing) renewable capabilities, and upgrade capabilities. (Ogura: Section 0034, Fig. 
4-thus if the user desires to update the program of server 2 mail M1 is sent to 
digital copying machine 1). 

Claim 43, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura a printer (Hirabayashi: Printer 4 in 
Fig. 1) with multiple hardware modules (Ogura: Section 0025- thus since the MFP 1 
in Fig. 1 has all these different sections the user has to pick what function he 
wants to perform and therefore he has to enable at least one Of them at a time). 

receiving user selection information indicative (Http request) of functionality of a 
print engine a selected by a user (Hirabayashi : Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 501- 
the user send a request to use printer 4). 
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in response to receiving the user selection information, (Hirabayashi : NB: the 
server receives the Http request from the user ) transmitting the first information 
indicative of the user selection to a server. 

(Hirabayashi: Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back 
Web Browser 27 which has information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby 
the first information received from the server is the landscape and Portrait as 
clearly shown in Fig. 33). 

receiving second information from the server, (Hirabayashi: Col. 12 Lines 44-60 
-thus after the user send the first information like landscape and Portrait to 
server 35) where the second information is based on the first information (Hirabayashi 
: Col. 12 Lines 38-60, Fig. 33 - thus the second information is based on the first 
information because it shows how the thumbnail image will be displayed whether 
it should be in Portrait or landscape or animal). 

NB: Remember that Fig. 33 shows a landscape because the first 
information chosen by the user was landscape and therefore the second 
information is based on first information. 

and 

changing an operational state of the print engine from a first state to a second 
state the second information from the server, the second state including the functionality 
of the print engine selected by the user, (Hirabayashi : Col. 14 lines 1-45-thus after 
the user sent his credit card information and user-Id and Password and the 
server grant access based on the users information provided the printer changes 
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from not doing anything to allowing the user to connect to both the server and 
the printer and therefore the first state is change to a second state where the 
printer is connected and started printing print jobs.) 

wherein the print engine is not operable (Hirabayashi : Col. 14 lines 21-45- 
thus when the users information is not good the whole print system cannot be 
operated by the user) to perform the functionality selected by the user prior to 
receiving the second information from the server. (Hirabayashi : Col. 13 lines 29-38- 
thus the user eventually sends a print command where the printer prints the 
image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

Claim 44, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises enabling at least one of the hardware modules. (Ogura: Section 0025- thus 
since the MFP 1 in Fig. 1 has all these different sections the user has to pick what 
function he wants to perform and therefore he has to enable at least one Of them 
at a time). 

Claim 45, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the print engine 
operates within a printer with multiple hardware modules. (Ogura: Fig. 1, El. 1 has all 
the other modules shown in Fig. 2 like the scanner, printer and facsimile section) 



Claim 46, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura discloses wherein the functionality 
comprises enabling at least one of the hardware modules. (Ogura: Section 0025- thus 
since the MFP 1 in Fig. 1 has all these different sections the user has to pick what 
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function he wants to perform and therefore he has to enable at least one Of them 
at a time). 

10. Claims 24 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hirabayashi (7231 369) in view of Ogura (2003/01 1 2461 ) and further in view of 
Okimoto (6449055). 

Claim 24, Hirabayashi discloses all the limitation in Claim 17 as discussed 

earlier. 

Hirabayashi in view of Ogura does not disclose wherein changing the operational 
state of the print engine in response to receiving the second information from the server 
comprises changing a print speed of the print engine. 

Okimoto discloses wherein changing the operational state of the print engine in 
response to receiving the second information from the server comprises changing a 
print speed of the print engine. (Col. 39 lines 40-50- thus the user can select any of 
the print speed shown or discussed). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hirabayashi's printer to 
include Okimoto's printing speed unit so that the user can change his printing speed if 
the one selected is not working correcting in accordance with the print substrate. 

Claim 33, Hirabayashi in view of Ogura and further in view of Okimoto discloses 
wherein the functionality of the print mechanism comprises a print speed. (Okimoto: 
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Col. 39 lines 40-50-thus the user can select any of the print speed shown or 
discussed). 

Response to applicant's arguments 
The remarks filed by the applicant on 10/08/2008 was considered but was not 
persuasive. 

Regarding Claims 1 , 9 and 17 applicant argues that the cited reference fails to 
teach causing a processor, "in response to receiving the user selection information, [to] 
transmit first information indicative of the user selection to a server". 

In reply: Examiner respectfully disagree because Hirabayashi discloses in 
response to receiving the user selection information, (NB: the server receives the Http 
request from the user ) transmit first information indicative of the user selection to a 
server; (Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back Web Browser 
27 which has information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby the first 
information received from the server is the landscape and Portrait as clearly 
shown in Fig. 33) 

NB: Understand that the server sends back the requested web page therefore 
the http mail selected or send by the user informs the server which page it should send 
or return to the user. 
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Regarding claim 17 applicants also argues that the cited references fail to teach 
or disclose receiving user selection information indicative of functionality of a print 
engine selected by a user; 

in response to receiving the user selection information, transmitting first 
information indicative of the user selection to a server. 

In reply, the examiner respectfully disagree because Hirabayashi discloses 
clearly receiving user selection information indicative (Http request) of functionality of 
a print engine a selected by a user ( Col. 12, lines 15-19, Fig. 15 El. 501- the user 
send a request to use printer 4 by sending a http request page). 

in response to receiving the user selection information, (NB: the server 
receives the Http request from the user ) transmitting the first information indicative 
of the user selection to a server. 

(Col. 12 Lines 10-37-thus the server transmits or sends back Web Browser 
27 which has information like landscape and Portrait etc) whereby the first 
information received from the server is the landscape and Portrait as clearly 
shown in Fig. 33). 

Secondly, applicant also argues that the cited references fail to teach causing a 
processor to operate a print mechanism in a second state, where the user selected 
functionality in the second state is not operable prior to receiving information from the 
server. 
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In reply, examiner respectively disagree because Hirabayashi discloses 
operating the print mechanism in accordance with the second state wherein the print 
mechanism is not operable (Col. 14 lines 21-45- thus when the users information is 
not good the whole print system cannot be operated by the user) with the 
functionality selected by the user prior to receiving the second information from the 
server. (Col. 13 lines 29-38- thus the user eventually sends a print command 
where the printer prints the image as illustrated in Fig. 11). 

Also remember that after the user sent his credit card information and 
user-Id and Password and the server grant access based on the users 
information provided the printer changes from not doing anything to allowing the 
user to connect to both the server and the printer and therefore the first state is 
change to a second state where the printer is connected and started processing 
print jobs. This is fully explained in both Col. 13 lines 49-67 and Col. 14 lines 1- 
45. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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12/10/08 
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